
Editor’s Note: This arti-
cle is the third and final in-
stallment in a short series
detailing the financial crisis
for the nutrition program at
Evans County Senior Center.

The deficit is a result of
funding cuts, lack of dona-
tions and reallocations
which put the nutrition pro-
gram for the elderly at risk
in Evans County. In this in-
stallment, our readers are
introduced to the local sen-
ior citizens who depend on
the program.

The nutrition program for
the elderly provides much
more than a nutritious meal
for a senior citizen. It pro-
vides the opportunity for fel-
lowship, a reason to get up
and get going in the morn-
ing, the chance to get out of
the house, activities to en-
rich the mind, exercise to
improve the body, and a con-
nection to the outside world.

For many of the seniors
who participate in the nutri-
tion program at the Evans
County Senior Center, the
meal they receive - while
needed and appreciated - is
just one of many reasons
they are hopeful that the nu-
trition program will stay in
place.

Many of the participants
live alone and look forward
to the time they will have
visiting with others while
they enjoy their meal. “I
enjoy coming to the center
each day… they have
wholesome and nutritious
meals and they are good …

so that’s a blessing,” said
participant Betty Coleman.
“We all come and we com-
municate together. Some
days you don’t feel like
coming, but once you get
here, you get with others and
… before the day is over, we
are feeling pretty good.”

The other seniors who
participate in the congregate
meal share that sentiment.
“We’re lonely, we’re at
home, alone, elderly and we
need to get out among one
another … I don’t know
what we would do if we did-
n’t have somewhere to go,
like this center,” Maretha
Brown said.

There is genuine concern
among the seniors that they
could lose this valuable
service on which they de-
pend. Though many of those
who participate in the nutri-
tion program are from Evans

County, they feel very dis-
connected from everyone
else. Because most of them
live alone and are not able to
drive, their opportunities to
have their voices heard by
the community are greatly
limited.

“I’ve wracked my mind
trying to think about who
can help us - some of the or-
ganizations, some of the
businesses - but I’m not on
the outside,” said Luvenia
Tipton, participant in the nu-
trition program. “We need
the county to get behind us
and support us. We can’t pull

ourselves up, there’s no way.
We need help,” she contin-
ued.

The center currently
serves 20 individuals who
partake in the congregate
meals and 17 who are home-
bound and have their meals

delivered. Additionally,
there are 10 eligible seniors
on the waiting list for con-
gregate meals and 14 who
are in need of home-deliv-
ered meals.

“You have people who
need the service, but aren’t
getting the service because
of the limits on the number

that can be served with the
funds that they have,” ex-
plained Louise Wilkerson,
Concerted Services board
member and longtime vol-
unteer. “So, that is, to me, a
desperate need. These are
older citizens, many of them
homeowners, tax-paying
people, and they need to feel
like the county cares about
them.”

As explained in two pre-
vious articles of this series,
federal and state funds al-
located to Evans County
have decreased due to pop-
ulation shifts within the
state and poor response
rates in this county to the
2010 U.S. Census. That,
coupled with an internal
policy change within CSI
that requires funds donated
within a county be used in
that same county, has put
the Evans County nutrition

program at a $36,000
deficit.

If CSI is unable to renew
their contract, the state,
through the Heart of Georgia
Altamaha Regional Com-
mission, would put out a re-
quest for bids. Regardless,
the allocated funds for
Evans County would remain
the same and they are cur-
rently insufficient to meet
the needs of seniors in our
county.

Those who participate in
the nutrition program are
hopeful that the people of
Evans County will step up
and help raise the necessary
funds. More than just a
meal, the program is a life-
line for the senior citizens
who rely on it.
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Trivia
Answer

J. Robert Oppenheimer
was born on April 22,
1904. The “father of the
atomic bomb” predicted
the existence of rapidly
rotating neutron stars in
1938, the existence of
black holes in 1939 and
directed the lab that per-
fected the atomic bomb
from 1943-45.
Trivia answer obtained from:
http://www.thisdaytrivia.co
m/td_04_22.php
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MEET OUR SENIORS: 
Locals depend on nutrition program - now in danger of closing

Front Row (l-r): Sandra Boggs: County Coordinator, Rose Thompson: Center Aide, Ruth Hutcheson, Rosa Lee Mincey,
Maretha Brown, Ruth Waters and Tiffany Williams: Van Driver. Back Row (l-r):  Ernest  Todd, Charles Tipton, LuVenia
Tipton, Betty Coleman, Christine Sapp, Gorgon Colson, Jayne Sheffield, Martha Rhiner, Mallie Hagan and Salena Moore:
Program Asst.

If unable to bridge the gap with donations made
within Evans County by the end of this current
fiscal year, June 30, 2015, CSI will be unable to
renew their contract with the state to provide nu-
trition services for Evans County senior citizens.


